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the United Press news-service to be supplied to // Mattino of
Naples, Southern Italy's leading daily. Since I was also
buying feature articles and serials for resale to our European
continental client newspapers, I went on Christmas Day
1924 to visit Professor Spinazzola, one of Europe's leading
archaeologists, at that time Inspector-General of all excava-
tion-work in Pompeii, Herculaneum, and throughout
Southern Italy, and curator of the celebrated National
Museum at Naples. Professor Spinazzola had evolved the
sensational new method of excavating Pompeii, and I arranged
for him to write a serial for us, describing the latest discoveries
made during his excavation-work in Southern Italy.
In former times, the houses in Pompeii and elsewhere were
excavated simply by digging. This usually resulted in the
collapse of the storeys, of which almost every house in Pompeii
had at least one, some two. Spinazzola's method consisted
in giving careful support to the upper storeys right from the
very beginning. All the beams and the door and window
supports, which had been burned by the lava, were replaced
by exact reproductions, made according to plaster impressions
taken of the cavities from which the burned sections had been
removed. In this manner the storeys were preserved intact.
A further break was made with custom in that all statues
found in the houses were left in their original places, instead
of being removed to the National Museum in Naples, The
species of the plants which had adorned the gardens were
ascertained, and the same species were planted again in the
same spot. The numerous inscriptions and paintings which
were found on the front walls of the houses were protected
by shutters against the rays of the sun. As the result of all
this care and forethought, the nuoviscavi, or 'new excavations',
as they are called, now conjure up before our eyes a genuine
picture of that once flourishing residential city, whereas the
*old excavations', their houses almost all without storeys
and stripped of most of their treasures, make a totally different
though of course still very deep impression upon the tourist*